[Treatment of an infection from an intravenous cardiac stimulation lead with extracorporeal circulation].
The infection of a transvenous lead implanted for cardiac stimulation is a rare but serious complication, because it can lead to the development of septicemia, tricuspid endocarditis, recurrent pulmonary emboli or thrombus formation in right cardiac chambers. The most efficient treatment is the removal of the entire pacing system (generator and lead). We describe our experience with the removal of infected leads with the aid of cardiopulmonary bypass. Indications of this technique and its advantages and disadvantages over the percutaneous extraction methods are discussed. A review of the literature is also presented.